A Socialist's Prognostications

she tells me that last week at the Fiirstenburgs there were
several Austrian guests when the Emperor was there. They
said His Majesty was more excitable than ever and that he
delivered political speeches in front of the whole room daily
from tea-time till seven.

I believe this nervousness is due to the fact that he, like
all of us, is feeling how badly everything is going. He
doesn't know what to do to put things right and he fears
the future. By talking he imagines he will persuade other
people by his ideas which are in some ways very good but
which only produce the opposite effect of what he hopes
because people laugh at them.

The crisis which is attacking England is of exceptional
gravity. The decline of the House of Lords is a misfortune
and it is very disturbing. Here they are very shocked at
Court that King George hasn't yet suggested a visit whereas
he has announced his forthcoming visit to India. King
George doesn't like Germany and I fancy he will try if he
can to avoid the journey to Berlin.

Berlin, zgth November, 1910.

We have had a session in Parliament which has relieved
us of great anxiety and in which the Chancellor has shown
himself really capable and he defended the Emperor with
great skill. Nevertheless never has such arrogant language
been heard here ; a deputy declared very loud that the
spirit of the day must conquer even though the Emperor
condemn it. The Republic would come to pass in Germany
as in other countries, and even though the world be peopled
with devils their aim would be achieved. Bethmann replied
to this deputy that his party had never spoken in such a frank
manner and he was very glad about it because now he knew
what aims they had in view and this would enable him to
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